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SUBJ: HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTING TO CONGRESS 

REF: A. STATE 60208, B. DAKAR 1788 

1 . INITIAL SENEGALESE REACTION TO U.S. HIMAN RIGHTS REPORTING 
REQUIREMENT HAS BEEN LOW-KEY AND LARGELY POSITIVE. DIAKHA 
DIENG, CABINET DIRECTOR IN PRIME MINISTER S OFFICE, 

QUESTIONED AMBASSADOR LAST WEEK OVER WIRE SERVICE REHURT THAT US 
HAD TERMED SENEGAL "PARTLY FREE" (AN ALLUSION TO QUOTATION 
IN DEPARTMENT REPORT FROM FREEDOM HOUSE STUDY ON SENEGAL). 

IN MARCH 17 MEETING WITH CHARGE, DIENG WAS BRIEFED ON 
BACKGROUND PROCEDURE AND CONTENT OF REPORT RECENTLY RELEASED. 
DIENG DISPLAYED NO SENSITIVITY OVER REPORT AND EXPRESSED 
UNDERSTANDING FOR U.S. EFFORTS IN FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

2. SUBSEQUENT TO CONVERSATION REPORTED REF B, CHARGE MET 
ON MARCH 18 WITH DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL AND CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS KANDE OF GOS FOREIGN MINISTRY. KANDE SAID GOS HAD NO 
PROBLEMS WITH STATEMENT ON SENEGAL PREPARED BY US. HE SAID 
THAT SENEGAL UNDERSTOOD WHAT US WAS ATTEMPTING TO DO WITH 
RESPECT TO HUMAN RIGHTS. THERE IS, HE SAID, NO ROOM FOR 
MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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3. COMMENT: HAVING ENCOURAGED MULTI-PARTY POLITICAL SYSTEM, 
PARDONED POLITICAL OFFENDERS, TOLERATED GROWING FREEDOM 
OF PRESS, STENGTHENED JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE, AND INTRODUCED 
OTHER INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES IN PREPARATION FOR 1978 PRESIDEN- 
TIAL AND PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS, SENEGALESE OFFICIALS TAKE 
PRIDE IN LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD AND ARE CONFIDENT THAT 
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US CRITICISM WILT. BE DIRECTED TOWARD REGIMES WITH LESS POSI- 
TIVE RECORD. END COMMENT. 

4. REPERCUSSIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS, SUCH AS REJECTION 
OF US MILITARY AID BY LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES, HAVE BEEN 
REPORTED IN FACTUAL FASHION ON INSIDE PAGES OF 
SEMI-OFFICIAL PRESS, BUT EMBASSY HAS SEEN NO LOCAL PRESS 
COMMENT ON US HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON SENEGAL. 

5. EMBASSY NOW HAS RECEIVED CORRECTED TEXTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPORT ON SENEGAL AND WILL DELIVER THEM TO GOS OFFICIALS 
KANDE AND DIENG. 

AGGREY 
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